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owned that he had made a mistake in sending for me; as he
had no money (his revenue was about two thousand francs
a year), and not aware that I had any, he gave me a letter
to a friend at Naples, who was to pay me sixty ducats. I ac-
cepted this with gratitude, and taking from my trunk the
case of razors the Greek had given me, I begged him to
accept them as a souvenir.
Thus I left Martorano three days after my arrival. I had
five travelling companions, whom, from their appearance,
I judged to be corsairs, or professional thieves, so I took
good care not to let them know my purse was well lined. I
also always slept fully dressed, which is a precaution every
young man should take when travelling in that very unsatis-
factory country.
I arrived at Naples on the i6th September 1743, and at
once delivered the letter of introduction the bishop had given
me. Gennaro Polo, to whom the letter was addressed, not
only paid the money, but kept me with him as companion
to his son. After some weeks' sojourn with this charming
family I travelled with them to Rome. They paid all my
expenses, and I arrived in the Eternal City well dressed,
with a tolerably well-filled pocket, some fine jewels, a cer-
tain amount of experience, and good letters of introduction,
perfectly free, and at an age when a bold man can count
on fortune if he has a personal appearance calculated to
dispose others to regard him with favour. I possessed a
something which is better than looks, a certain je ne sals quot
which gains attention and civility. I knew that Rome is the
only city in the world where a man who starts with nothing
may arrive at everything.
I had a letter for Father Georgi, a learned monk, es-
teemed by all Rome, even by the Pope himself, perhaps on
account of his dislike for the Jesuits. I had also a letter for
Cardinal Acquaviva, who was then all-powerful. His Emi-
nence received me kindly, and asked if I had paid my
homage to the Holy Father: on my replying that I had not
yet had an opportunity of doing so> he promised to obtain an